A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Queen.   The Council answered unanimously that Lady Jane
Grey was Queen, Cranmer again signing first as Primate, and
Cecil as Secretary.   Lady Jane's father, formerly Grey, now
Duke of Suffolk, was ordered to go out and capture Mary, but
he was frightened of the consequences, and Northumberland
undertook the task himself, and thought it ominous that as he
passed out of London the people in the streets saw him pass in
silence.   Mary had reached Framlingham, in Norfolk, riding
forty miles from Kenning Hall, in the same county, to be near
the East Coast and so in touch with her cousin the Emperor ;
the ships had been ordered to prevent her escape and had
mutinied, and the common people began pouring in from all
sides to help her.   The gentry, as usual, hung back at first
from this popular demonstration   of   Catholic   feeling,  but
Mary was soon at the head of a very large and formidable
force.   The popular feeling was so evident on all sides and was
rising to such a pitch that the Council was swamped.   They
determined one after the other to betray Northumberland.
Ridley, one of the most anti-Catholic among the higher clergy,
preached a final sermon on July 16 in favour of Lady Jane, but
it was the last effort.   Northumberland made a desperate effort
to save the situation by getting French help (the French Ambas-
sador had been a chief agent in the whole of the Lady Jane
Grey movement), and he offered to give the French King
Calais as the price of his aid; but it was too late, and Mary, with
the whole people behind her, was in London by August 3; her
half-sister Elizabeth, who would have been disinherited as much
as herself if Northumberland's plot had succeeded, rode at the
Queen's side.
Mary's Difficulties* Although the resistance to the
Council had broken down and they had abandoned Northumber-
land, Mary's position would be difficult. Ridley had thrown
himself at her feet and implored her mercy; Cecil had acted
after his kind, and not only implored her mercy, but thoroughly
betrayed his colleagues—giving her details of what had passed
in the Council, to which he was secretary. As for his own
support of Lady Jane Grey, he accounted for it simply enough
by saying that he had been a coward. But Mary could only
work through a Council, and she could not make a Council
entirely new; she had to use the principal men of the realm.
Now, all these had been her enemies, and the fortunes of all of
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